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extra special quality due to its very low phosphorus content.5
Thus under normal conditions the distribution of iron ore
and coal, the two most important raw materials used by the
iron and steel industry, is favourable for the location of this
industry in the region lying between the iron-belt and the
Bengal coal-fields. Naturally the works of both the Tata
Iron & Steel Company and the Steel Corporation of Bengal
(along with the iron works of the Indian Iron & Steel Com
pany) are located in this region.
The Tata Iron & Steel Works at Jamshedpur obtain the
supplies of their iron ore from Gurumahisani, Okampacl,
Badampahar and Noamundi deposits, while the works of the
Indian Iron & Steel Company (situated at Hirapur and Kulti),
now supplying pig iron to the steel works of the Steel Cor-
poration of Bengal at Napuria get their ores from Gua mines
situated in the hill masses known as Notu Buru and Budu
Buru; Both of them depend upon the Bengal coal-fields for
the supply of their coking coal.
The story of the search for a site for the iron and steel
works carried on by Mr. J. N. Tata and his successors is uu>
paralleled in the history of the location of the Indian indus-
tries and illustrates the practical force of the theoretical
localizing factors so well that it will not be out of place to
narrate it very briefly.
Mr. J. N. Tata, while supervising the Empress Mills at
Nagpur, came across a government report on the financial
prospects of iron working in Chanda district (M.P.) by Ritter
Von Schwarz, a German expert, and conceived the idea of
starting a modern iron and steel works in India. On
the advice of Mr. Julian Kennedy of Pittsburg, one of the
foremost metallurgical engineers of the world, he engaged
the services of Mr. Charles Page Perm, an eminent consult-
ing engineer of New York, for a very thorough and scientific
survey and investigation of the local conditions, raw materials
and markets of India. Mr. Perin sent his associate, Mr. C.
M. Weld, to undertake the work in India immediately. After
conducting a minute examination of the area, Mr. Weld came
to the conclusion that on account of the difficulties of coal,
5 Sir L. L. Fermour, Director, Geological Survey of India: India's
Coal Resources (1935), p. 8.